
G
od w

ill never use force; even if w
e have accepted salvation 

before, H
e w

ill not force us to stay in the path of righteousness. 

• 
Ezekiel 18:24-26 – if a righteous m

an returns to his sinful w
ays, does his past 

righteousness cover his future sins?  ________________________ 
• 

G
alatians 2:16-18 – if w

e rebuild the sinful lives of the past, w
e are choosing 

to be cut off from
 the Source of life – separated from

 G
od. 

G
race does not m

ake bad people good; it m
akes dead people alive.  G

race is a 
free gift that brings spiritual life into our hearts w

hile w
e w

ere dead in our sins.  
W

ith sin, the com
pleteness of our death is com

prehensive.  N
o m

atter how
 w

ell 
w

e keep the law
, w

e cannot be just before G
od and before H

is law
.  That is the 

purpose of grace.  G
race em

pow
ers us to obedience before the unchanging law

. 

The Forgotten Fourth C
om

m
andm

ent: The Sabbath 
A

 very clear m
essage in the Bible is that the Sabbath is to be a sign betw

een G
od 

and H
is people.  K

eeping this specific day holy and set apart unto G
od is the sign 

that w
e are loyal to Yahw

eh, the true G
od of the U

niverse, and H
is w

ay. 

• 
Ezekiel 20:19-20 – The Sabbath is a __________________ betw

een G
od and us. 

Instituted at the creation of this planet by G
od H

im
self, the Sabbath is a holy day 

w
here w

e are to every w
eek take a break from

 our w
ork and spend the day 

reconnecting w
ith G

od, refilling our spiritual tanks, and rem
em

bering all that H
e 

has done for us.  W
hen w

e keep this day holy, w
e are m

arked as G
od’s people. 

• 
The Sabbath is to rem

ind us of tw
o very im

portant things: 
o 

Exodus 20:8-11 – G
od rested after the w

ork of  ________________________  
o 

D
euteronom

y 5:12-15 – G
od rested in the w

ork of  _____________________  

B
efore Sin: In The G

arden 
• 

G
enesis 2:1-3 – the Sabbath is designed as a w

eekly _____________ w
ith G

od. 

B
efore The Law

: In The D
esert 

• 
Exodus 16:25-30 – the Sabbath existed ____________ the codification of the 10C

. 

B
efore The C

ross: In The M
inistry 

• 
Luke 4:16 – Jesus had the habit of going to study and respecting the Sabbath. 

B
efore The D

ivorce: In the Early C
hurch 

• 
H

ebrew
s 4:9 – even after the death of Jesus, Paul m

akes it clear that there still 
_____________ a [σαββατισ&ός] sabbatism

os (Sabbath-specific rest) for the church. 

A
fter Sin: In The N

ew
 Jerusalem

 
• 

Isaiah 66:22-23 – the Sabbath w
ill be a continual rem

inder of both creation 
and redem

ption w
hen w

e com
e to H

eaven to spend tim
e w

ith Jesus and to 
w

orship before H
im

 in the H
eavenly Sanctuary. 

The Sabbath w
as kept in the G

arden of Eden at the beginning of the w
orld; it w

as 
codified into the transcript of G

od’s very character; it w
as kept by Jesus C

hrist 
during H

is life; it w
as kept by the A

postles; and it w
ill be kept in H

eaven at the 
end of the w

orld.  You can rest assured that this com
m

andm
ent has not been 

changed and it is still Saturday, the seventh day of the w
eek, the Sabbath of G

od. 

Big	Picture	Bible	Study	
W

e are saved by grace, em
pow

ered to obey, and enlightened to know
 w

hy. 

U
nderstanding The Effects O

f Sin 
The law

 of H
eaven w

as sim
ple: love.  True self-sacrificing love puts the desires of 

self under the w
ill of G

od.  W
hen Satan tem

pted Eve in the G
arden of Eden, he 

did so by using w
holesom

e desires that lead to disobedience to G
od’s w

ill.  G
od 

had given them
 a com

m
and and w

hen the serpent questioned Eve about it, she 
knew

 exactly w
hat she w

as and w
as not supposed to do: she knew

 how
 to obey 

G
od.  In other w

ords, she knew
 the difference betw

een right and w
rong.  N

ow
, 

she didn’t understand or know
 the effects of good and evil, but she knew

 how
 to 

discern betw
een the tw

o.   

• 
G

enesis 3:2-3 – Eve knew
 the law

 and w
hat G

od had com
m

anded. 

U
sing this subtlety, Satan approached her to tem

pt her to sin; he told her that she 
w

ould be able to know
 good and evil.  W

hen Eve sinned, she and all her 
descendants knew

 the _______________________ of sin m
ore and m

ore but could 
____________________ betw

een good and evil less and less.  This process has led 
to our current w

orld losing selflessness and focusing m
ore and m

ore on selfish 
desires 

Eve put self before G
od’s w

ill. 
Im

agine now
 how

 G
od m

ust feel w
hen H

e looks at our current w
orld: so m

any 
generations have passed their sins dow

n to the next generation.  The inheritors of 
the tendency tow

ards sin then practice them
 even m

ore, develop som
e new

 ones, 
and then pass the w

orse state dow
n to the succeeding generation for the process 

to begin all over again. 

• 
G

enesis 6:5 – in the days of N
oah, m

en w
ere only evil ____________________  

• 
M

atthew
 24:27 – the end of tim

es w
ill be like it w

as in the days of N
oah. 

W
e are called to a higher standard; w

e are to look to C
hrist’s life as our exam

ple 
for how

 to find victory over selfishness and live out a self-sacrificing love in a 
w

orld that is increasing less concerned w
ith holiness. 

• 
I John 3:4 – the definition of sin is _____________________________ of the law

 
• 

R
om

ans 3:20 – w
e are not justified by keeping the law

; the law
 sim

ply is the 
___________________ of w

hat sin is.  It is the standard for judgm
ent 

• 
Ephesians 2:8-10 – it is not by our ow

n w
orks that w

e obtain salvation; w
e are 

saved by ________________ thru ________________ for ____________________  

W
e are saved by G

od’s grace through faith in C
hrist’s w

orks. 
K

eeping the law
 does not save us; w

e are saved by grace alone through faith in 
the sacrifice of Jesus.  But those w

ho have genuine faith w
ill bear the fruit of 

good w
orks in their lives.  Therefore, obedience is the result of being saved; true 

faith w
ill result in adherence to the sam

e law
 that judged the life of C

hrist as 
perfect and acceptable to stand in our place and provide salvation through grace. 

N
o.	03:	The	Law	Applied	



The Blue Law
 of Sapphire 

The story of how
 G

od translated the law
 of H

eaven to earth is incredible.  For 
how

ever m
any years before sin cam

e into the universe, the law
 had rem

ained 
sim

ple: love w
ith self-sacrificing love.  But how

 could such holy sim
plicity ever 

be understood by fallen hum
anity?  It had to be detailed out so that w

e, in our 
sinful state, could understand and follow

 it as a guide for our lives.  That is w
hy 

G
od gave us the Ten C

om
m

andm
ents, so that w

e could learn how
 to __________. 

The Ten C
om

m
andm

ents are pretty com
m

only know
n, but the story of how

 they 
w

ere designed and given to m
ankind has been m

ostly lost.  But w
ithin this story 

the character of our m
erciful and loving G

od shines through as in few
 others. 

• 
Exodus 24:9-11 – M

oses, A
aron, his tw

o sons, and the elders of Israel are 
called up on M

ount Sinai to m
eet w

ith G
od and there they see H

im
 standing 

upon a _______________________ that is m
ade out of blue sapphire stone. 

• 
Ezekiel 1:26 – Ezekiel’s vision looked directly into the M

ost H
oly Place in the 

H
eavenly Sanctuary; he saw

 G
od seated on H

is ____________________ throne. 

G
od’s throne is m

ade out of sapphire stone. 

• 
Exodus 24:12 – M

oses is called to go to the top of the m
ountain and receive 

tables of ____________________.  The only other stone w
as m

entioned in v. 10. 

G
od w

rote the Ten C
om

m
andm

ents on blue sapphire stone tablets that w
ere 

taken from
 H

is throne in H
eaven!  W

hen G
od detailed out self-sacrificing love 

into ten understandable declarations, H
e took stones from

 underneath H
is literal 

throne in H
eaven so as to bring sinful m

an into understanding of the law
.  The 

blue law
 of H

eaven w
as to be the blue law

 of earth.  The stones from
 the 

H
eavenly Sanctuary beneath the throne of G

od w
ere supposed to be transferred 

to the earthly Sanctuary beneath the seat w
ere the presence of G

od dw
elt. 

• 
N

um
bers 15:38-40 – they w

ere to place strings of blue on their garm
ents so 

that they w
ould _______________________ the blue law

 that had been broken. 
• 

Exodus 32:19 – M
oses saw

 the sins of Israel and _______________ the blue law
. 

G
od takes these holy and precious stones from

 the very presence of H
is 

existence, taken from
 the very hardw

are of H
is throne in H

eaven.  H
e 

condescends to w
rite H

is Law
 upon them

 in details that the degenerated race of 
m

an w
ill understand and be able to apply to their lives that have been m

arred 
w

ith the sins and addictions of their ow
n freew

ill choices.  H
e gives H

is holy law
 

w
ritten w

ith H
is holy finger upon these holy sapphire stones taken from

 H
is 

holy throne and H
e gives them

 to M
oses the representative of G

od’s people on 
Earth.  A

nd w
hat is the first thing that M

oses does w
ith them

?  H
e breaks them

. 

• 
Exodus 34:1 – M

oses brought new
 stones and G

od still w
rote H

is law
 on them

. 
• 

Proverbs 7:1-3 – G
od prom

ises to w
rite his law

 upon our __________________  

G
od created each of us in H

is im
age.  W

e received faulty genetics from
 our 

parents and w
ere born into sin and each one of us have sinned and fallen short of 

the requirem
ents of G

od’s law
.  The blue stone has been broken, sm

ashed against 
the m

ountainside.  But G
od w

ill still take our ugly, beat up, earthy grey lives and 
w

rite H
is Law

 upon our hearts and m
ake us holy. 

G
od takes the ugly stones of our hearts and there w

rites H
is law

. 

The C
erem

onial Law
 V

ersus the M
oral Law

 
A

dam
 and Eve transgressed the original m

oral law
 of H

eaven, Self-Sacrificing 
Love.  Because of that first transgression, additional details to the law

 had to be 
added: the Ten C

om
m

andm
ents.  The m

oral law
 w

ill never be changed and the 
Ten C

om
m

andm
ents sim

ply describe how
 the m

oral law
 applies to sinners; they 

are forever statutes, each of w
hich describes various attributes of that singular 

law
 of love that has existed for all of eternity past and future. 

• 
First great com

m
andm

ent: love the Lord w
ith all your __________________, 

w
ith all your __________________, and w

ith all your __________________. 
o 

V
erse: ________________________________ 

• 
Second great com

m
andm

ent: love your  _______________________  as yourself. 
o 

V
erse: ________________________________ 

W
ith the added codification of the m

oral law
 into ten applicable com

m
andm

ents, 
another law

 w
as given to hum

anity: the __________________________ law
, or the 

“Law
 of M

oses.” This law
 w

as also added because of our sins but w
as specially 

designed to point to Jesus w
ho w

ould be the antitypical sacrifice for our sins. 

TEN
 C

O
M

M
A

N
D

M
EN

TS 
• 

K
ey verse: ____________________ 

• 
W

ritten by: ___________________ 
• 

W
ritten on: ___________________ 

• 
Placed ________________ the A

rk 

This is the:     M
IRRO

R     or     SO
A

P 

• 
The ______________________ of sin 

• 
Law

 of ________________ duration 

C
ER

EM
O

N
IA

L LA
W

 
• 

K
ey verse: ____________________ 

• 
W

ritten by: ___________________ 
• 

W
ritten on: ___________________ 

• 
Placed ________________ the A

rk 

This is the:     M
IRRO

R     or     SO
A

P 

• 
The _____________________ of sin 

• 
Law

 of _______________ duration 

The m
oral law

 (10C
) is like a m

irror; it is unbiased and sim
ply show

s us how
 w

e 
are sinners.  It does not tell you how

 to clean up, just like a m
irror does not show

 
you w

here the soap is – it only show
s you w

here the dirt is.  The cerem
onial law

, 
on the other hand, is like the soap; it gives the solution to the dirt of sin and 
show

s w
here the soap is.  Being the rem

edy for sin, it all points to Jesus. 

The Law
 of Self-Sacrificing Love U

nderstood 
• 

I John 4:8 – G
od is love; it is the definition of H

is _________________________  
• 

M
alachi 3:6 – the character of G

od (therefore H
is law

) w
ill __________ change 

• 
M

atthew
 5:17-19 – _______________________ w

ill be changed in the m
oral law

 
• 

I John 2:3 – w
hat is the evidence that w

e know
 and trust in G

od? 
o 

If w
e live a life of  __________________________________________________  

R
om

ans 3:23 tells us that each and every one of us has sinned and com
e up short 

on the standard of living a self-sacrificing life: the m
oral law

.  That is w
hy w

e 
need grace; that is w

hy w
e need a rem

edy for sin: the cerem
onial law

 (Jesus). 

• 
Jam

es 2:10-11 – the m
oral law

 is also called the  _______________________ law
 

o 
There is clear evidence that this is referring to the ______________________  

o 
W

hoever breaks one com
m

andm
ent is guilty of _______________________  

• 
R

om
ans 3:30-31 – does grace m

ean that w
e don’t need to keep the law

?  N
ot 

even close!  W
e are called rather to ____________________ the law

 in our lives 


